Graduations:

Naomi Bosler (10s) &
Zack Grucza (10s) were
married June 10, 2017 and
reside in Denver, CO
Lorri Murray (10s) &
Ravyn Workman (10s)
were married August 12,
2017 and they reside in
Norwalk, OH
Erica Cantrel (10s) &
Chris Rymer were married August 11, 2017 and
they reside in Akron, OH
Anna Hahn (00s) & Josh
Fickle were married Feb
25, 2017 and they reside in
Columbus, OH
Ashley Case & Paul
Hahn (00s) were married
April 22, 2017 and they
reside in Hillard, OH
Christine Montelione
(00s) & Pat Lindeman
were married April 22,
2017 and they reside in
Wooster, OH

Marli Miller was born to
Justin (10s) & Kari Harland Miller (10s) Feb 15,
2017.
Cleo Fair was born to
Grant (00s) & Kimberley
James Fair (Aldersgate)
Aug 23, 2016
Madeline Wilhelm was
born to Meredith Winkler Wilhelm (00s) &
Ryan Wilhelm August
12, 2017.
Lydia Snyder was born
to Kristin Blackburn
Snyder (00s) and Jason
Snyder December 10,
2015
Elizabeth Brady was
born to Katie Boyd
Brady (00s) and Robert
Brady (00s) July 27, 2016
Cecil Gregory was born
to Sarah Tibbitts Gregory (00s) and Caleb Gregory (00s) May 24, 2017

High School: Austin
Pena(10s)Fairless High
School; Neva Patrick(10s)
Wynford High School;
Thomas Lewis(10s) Chippewa High School; Lydia
Scott(10s) Perry High
School; Bryan Bartolet
(10s) Fairless High School
College: Cory Boogaart
(10s) Malone University;
Kelly Frailly(10s) Bowling
Green University; Lorri
Murray(10s) Malone University; Ravyn Workman
(10s) Malone University
Masters: Connor MacKenzie (10s) Case Western University

$25
$75
$100
$125
$175
$275
$360

Riding Helmet/Saddle Rack/Feed
Dining Hall Chair (need 100)
24 Bibles/Drinking Fountain
Bench on Vesper Hill (need 30-have 2)
Retreat Center Mattress
Purple Martin House (for mosquito control)
Full Week Campership
(two payments of $180)
$500
Pole Saw Pruner/Mosquito Trap
$1,600 Ranch Water & Electric Upgrades
$1,800 Inpost Barn Chapel (Phase V)
$2,000 Challenge Course Repairs & Additions
$3,000 Gravel for Roadways
$3,600 Sponsor-A-Horse (for a year)
$3,750 Benches for Vesper Hill (need 30)
$6,000 Fencing for New 10 Acre Pasture
$8,000 Gently Used Mini Van
$58,000 Maintenance Complex
$115,000 Showers on Pines Hill
$155,000 Multipurpose Programmatic Pavilion
In Kind Gifts are Welcome.
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Showers on Pines Hill—a Maintenance Complex—and a Multipurpose Programmatic Pavilion are Wanake’s 70th Anniversary Projects.
Introduced at our 70th Anniversary Celebration
held last September, we hope to complete these major projects over the next 3 to 5 years.
Finding a cost-effective solution to the lack of
showers for the summer program is top priority. With an unattractive and outdated pool
shower house and restroom, this problem becomes even more pressing. This past summer,
Wanake found part of the solution by attaching showers to the outside of the pool shower
house building, which campers used on their
way to swim and found satisfactory with the
exception that hot water was lacking (brrrr!)
and will be added.
To address the restroom issue, the interior of
the pool shower house is being gutted, and a
new restroom will be installed. One plan for
the building would include a central room with
a perimeter of private, unisex bathrooms and
changing rooms. ―This means that during
swim a counselor has the flexibility of taking
both girls and boys to the bathroom at the
same time without both counselors needing to
be away from the pool,‖ says Director Julie
Lautt. ―This will also allow outpost, woods,
ranch, and day camp campers to change at the
pool just before swim, permitting more time
for singing, Bible study, and other programs.
Plans for a centrally located shower building
for pines hill and woods are progressing.
We continue to study options to locate a new
maintenance complex near the current maintenance facility. The new complex is needed to
house equipment and vehicles, as well as provide additional work space. More attention
will be given to the maintenance complex and
the programmatic pavilion once the shower
and restroom projects are closer to completion.
Other significant projects have been completed recently including upgrades to lighting and
storage in the kitchen; major repairs to the
dishwasher; a new walk-in freezer compressor; and new mattresses in Savage Retreat
Center.

Wanake has a new maintenance truck!

Thanks to a generous Wanake alum and volunteer
plumbers, campers and counselors enjoyed a heated
swimming pool this summer.

Vesper Hill has been cleared of the old seating logs
and benches have been installed.

With support from the Daisy Chain Fund established
in memory of Sherry Beamish (Wanake summer staff
1971-73), the petting zoo was moved from woods to an
area near the green shower house. The new location
is more central for campers to visit the petting zoo.

Thanks to the NOMADS the Inpost Barn front porch
has been repaired. The floor and steps have been replaced with textured, low maintenance Trex Decking.
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Answering the Call to Serve on Wanake Summer Staff
In mid-summer, a call went out from Wanake for addition- ―There is one camper I will always remember. He could
hear but was non-verbal, which made communication a
al summer staff counselors—especially male counselors
challenge. At night after assisting him to bed I would
interested in helping with special persons camps. Former
gently bid him goodnight verbally but
Wanake Director David Schar discovered
also with a smile and wave even
an older adult with previous camp counselthough he did not show any response
ing experience in his home church in Saraoutwardly. But then there was a mosota, Florida. Shortly thereafter, Doug
ment the third night of camp, after asKing was on his way north to Wanake!
sisting him to bed, when his face
―From the age of 8 to 26, I had spent every
brightened with a smile, and he resummer at a camp, first as a camper when
sponded by returning my wave. Then
my parents served on staff and then later as
I knew that God was there with him
a counselor. I was very interested in
Wanake and prayed about the opportunity Left is Doug King; Left to Right SPC and me—a very special moment.‖
Campers Paul, Geoff & Robert
―I love camp counseling, helping those
but was reluctant because of my age, and I
with special needs, and foremost, a
had initially decided to decline,‖ says
Doug. ―In a conversation with David and through his wise love for the Lord. Wanake brought all of those together at
and gentle encouragement, I learned that I would be work- the same time in this one special place. I am truly
ing with special needs adult campers. Having volunteered blessed.‖
for 6 years in special Olympics, I knew that God was calling me to serve at Wanake.‖
―I arrived at Wanake at the end of the 4th week of the summer program. From the first day, I knew that Wanake was
a unique place! It didn’t take me long to discover the pasDo you have special memories of
sion and commitment of the entire staff to the whole
Wanake history–when changes
Wanake experience. The spiritual focus by which the entire
were made or challenges
staff was united created a Godly presence that could not
faced? Are there camp stories
only be felt but seen in action as well. This is a special
that you’ve told over the
place where you can see God’s love touching and enriching
years? Would you be willing to
the lives of both campers and staff every day.‖
share a written account or be
―When the special persons campers arrived, I discovered
willing to be interviewed by
that they had been camping together at Wanake for many
phone to have these stories beyears. They bonded together quickly and were very supcome part of this history project?
portive and friendly to each other and to the counselors and
Peter Hahn and Bob Kuntz are
staff. I think that the value of the special persons camp is
eager to hear from folks who
that we give them a chance to have fun and interact with
want to share how they rememothers in a community of loving Christians where they are
ber camp or how camp shaped
not judged.‖
their spiritual lives. They would
Mel Moody, Telling the
be happy to speak with you if
Lion Hunt Story
possible or receive written recolWanake seeks adults of all ages to serve on summer staff, and staff members
lections along with old letters or
are not required to work the entire summer. Some are paid, and others volother historical memories of
unteer. Opportunities are available for both counselors, support staff and vol- camp. You can email your histounteer deans. If interested, please
ry or stories, or express interest
in giving an interview by contactcontact Julie Lautt at 330-756-2333 or director@campwanake.org.
ing Peter or Bob at
hahn29@gmail.com or kuntzrobertd@gmail.com. The history
project is one way of passing on
the stories, vision, and faith that
make Wanake a beautiful spiritual place among the hills.

Page 3

VOLUME 10, ISSUE 2

Summer Ranch Program Sets Registration Record
Programs at the Wanake Ranch were full this past summer, serving a total of 87 campers! Several campers were
on a waiting list. Moreover, a total of 144 campers attended horse focused programs. Of Wanake’s 877 campers this past summer, 790 enjoyed horseback riding. This
marks the highest number of campers in Ranch history.
―Part of this record has to do with the success of previous
summers,‖ says Ranch Manager Tina Carr. ―I recall many
campers saying that they couldn’t wait to come back next
year, and this summer they proved it!‖ Due to increased
marketing, the ranch saw many new campers as well.

Camp Wanake
History Project

Incorporating the Wanake model of small family group
camping, much of the ranch’s success is due to the extraordinary personal care and attention that we give to
both campers and horses. ―We teach safe horsemanship
while having fun,‖ says Tina. ―Campers make new
friends and come to enjoy God’s blessings through the
bonds that they form with each other and with the horses.‖
Ranch campers rise early in the morning. Their first
chore is to feed the horses before they eat their own
breakfast. ―It’s inspiring to watch campers help each

other with grooming and saddling,‖ says Tina. ―The new tie
out station is a blessing as it
keeps the horses and humans
out of the sun and everything is
there that we need. It really
helps us in promoting safety
and community.‖
The summer ranch program is
designed so that campers have
opportunities over a few summers to progress from programs for beginners to more
advanced programs that allow
more time with horses and extensive trail rides. Campers also participate in activities at
the main camp, ―although I’ve had campers ask to skip
swim to spend more time with their horses,‖ said Tina.
The bond that develops between a camper and their horse
can be life changing. Tina emphasizes that ―Horses are
intuitive and perfectly honest. They respond directly to
positive and negative attitudes of the camper. By reflecting these attitudes, a horse lets the camper know if they
need to change their behavior. A horse may also
know if a camper is suffering emotionally and then
can become part of the
healing process. When it
comes to the small group
and getting along with
each other, campers learn
from observing the herd
and seeing the order in
which the animals live and
work together.‖ Without a
doubt, the success of the
Wanake Ranch is in the
life changing experiences
where horses are instrumental in campers’ discoveries about God, them-

Upcoming Events
Friday-Sunday, January 12-14, 2018
Friday-Sunday, February 23-25, 2018
Saturday, April 7, 2018 from 2-6 PM
April and May 2018
Fri-Sun or Sun-Thurs, May 18-24, 2018
Friday-Monday, May 25-28, 2018
June 17-August 3, 2018

Women’s Winter Retreat—The Potter’s Hand
Annual Confirmation Retreat
Resurrection Egg Hunt & Summer Preview Day
Spring Horseback Riding Lessons
Alumni Work Weekend & Week
Memorial Day Family Weekend-Camp-O-Rama
Summer Camp 2018
Johnson UMC Women enjoying Vesper Hill

