
Mark your calendar 
today for the Live 

Nativity at Wanake!  

December 12, 14, 19, & 21 
from 6:30-8:30 PM with 

live music & snacks 

Wanake Summer Program 
2015 will be on the web by 
Thanksgiving and the new, 

improved online registration 
will go live before Christmas! 

Start the New Year 2015  
out right by registering for  
summer camp 2015 this  
December and January. 

We’ll save you a spot! 

Wanake  

Camp and Retreat Center 

9463 Manchester Ave SW 

Beach City, OH 44608 

Giving to Wanake  
$40  Signage or a Riding Helmet 

$50 A new chair or new 6 foot table  

$80 A bench for a campfire site 

$100 A case of 24 Bibles for campers 

$150 A picnic table 

$350 Full Week Campership                  
(with the option of 2, $175 payments) 

$330 Porch swing for Outpost Barn 

$750 Set of tack for a Wanake Horse 

$1,000 A run of gravel on the entrance lane 

$1,500 Kitchen equipment, carts, & a speed rack 

$2,000 Electric golf cart 

$3,600 Sponsor-a-Horse for a year 

$4,000 Blue stacking Dining Hall chairs 

$9,000 Hay Field and Pasture Development 

$12,000 Phase 3 of Inpost Barn Chapel Upgrades 

$30,000 Standby generator for the Inpost Barn 

Learn more about these great events and summer camp coming up and register on line at www.CampWanake.org. 

Wanake Serves Guests Year-Round.   Book a retreat or event now for 2015. 

Wanake is pleased to announce that construction of the 
Tie-Out Station at the Wanake Ranch has begun and was 
initiated by the NOMADS’ fall project. This building 
project is made possible by a generous gift of alumnus 
Roger Herbst in memory of his wife, Kim, in support of 
the ministry at the Wanake Ranch - connecting people 
with horses for the Glory of God. You can get involved 
with this project. Contact the Wanake office to volunteer. 

Dec 12,14,19&21, 2014 6:30-8:30 pm Live Nativity at the Wanake Ranch  

Fri-Sun, February 6-8, 2015 Beth Moore Women’s Bible Retreat 

Fri-Sun, February 27-March 1,2015 Annual Confirmation Retreat 

March, April, & May 2015 Spring Horse Back Riding Lessons 

March 12-15 & March 19-22, 2015 Spring Walk to Emmaus Weekends 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 Resurrection Egg Hunt & Preview Day 

Saturdays, April 21& May 9, 2015 Wanake Spring Work Days* 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 Open House & Summer Preview Day 

Sunday-Thurs, May 17-21, 2015 Alumni Work Week* 

Friday-Monday, May 22-25, 2015 Memorial Day Family Weekend 

May 28-31 & June 4-7, 2015 Summer Walk to Emmaus  

Thursday, June 4, 2015 One Day Adventure-9am-4:30pm 

June14-July 31, 2015 Summer Camp 2015 

September 4-7. 2015 Labor Day Family Weekend 

Upcoming Wanake Events  

Help Finish the Tie-Out Station 

Find three Wanake directors, two 
Wanake director spouses, Maxine 

Myers, and a present Wanake 
neighbor in this 1973 staff photo! 

Look at staff photos and rosters 
and more on Wanake’s alumni 

web site.  Mark your calendar now 
for the May Alumni Work Week.  
See you online & at Wanake soon!  

www.WanakeAlumni.org  

Attention Wanake Alumni 

Come to  
Bethlehem and 
see Christ the 

Lord, the New- 
Born King! 

Volunteers act their parts 
at the Live Nativity! 

All summer long, Wanake 
campers listed cookouts as 
one of their favorite activities!  
Enjoying Monday hotdog 
cookouts, Wednesday break-
fast cookouts, and Thursday 
supper cookouts, campers continue a 65+ year Wanake 
tradition of home-in-the-woods cookouts. Their favorite 
meals include foil dinners, pizza pie irons, lasagna, and 

miner’s rescue chicken.  Home-
made ice cream and s’mores are 
always a hit.  French toast or 
pancakes on a hobo stove are 
favorite breakfast menus along 
with waffles, using waffle irons 
that are similar to pie irons. 
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Highlights of Wanake Summer Camp 2014 

“My Son Comes Home  

Stronger in His Faith…” 

- A Wanake Camper Parent 

Led by an exceptional summer staff, campers from a variety of economic and social circumstances came 
together in Christ-centered family groups at Wanake this past summer.  Here are a few highlights:      

Campers Break Down Barriers 

“Building a new course 
gave us the opportunity 
to add some challenges 
that are modern, up-to-
date and thrilling like 
the “Tire Traverse and 
the “Team Wall,” says 
Assistant Camp Direc-
tor, Dan Bajc.  

Rev. Gary Jones, Director of the East Ohio Camp and 
Retreat Ministries, reports that no camper was turned away 
this past summer for financial reasons!  This was true for 
Camps Aldersgate and Asbury as well as Wanake.  
“Without the generosity of donors who support camping 
throughout the Conference, we could not have achieved 
this important milestone so vital to our camping ministry 
and outreach,” says Gary. 

The 2014 summer camp 
program at Camp Wanake 
served a total of 888 young 
people, which is slightly 
higher than 2013.  Of this total, 161 received camperships.  
With approximately half of our summer campers now 
coming to us with no church relationships or from other 
denominations, Wanake’s summer camp program has be-
come a vital mission and ministry of the United Methodist 
Church in Christian outreach to the larger community.  
“It’s encouraging to see how Wanake’s time-proven tradi-
tion of decentralized small group camping and Christian 
Community are having 
an impact on those who 
know very little of the 
Gospel message,” says 
director Julie Lautt. 

The new challenge course was in full operation for its 
first summer after moving from the  previous location 
damaged by the huge storm in July 2013.  The new 
course is located in the pines between the Orchard Shel-
ter and the former archery range.  

Right: Building 
relationships in 
their small group, 
campers break 
down barriers as 
they squeeze to 
get everyone on 
the “All Aboard!” 

Below: Campers 
work together 
using their prob-
lem solving skills 
to balance the 
“Whale Watch:” 

     “What I love most about your camp is that my son 
comes home stronger in his faith, more polite and more 
motivated to make an impact in the world. He even said 
that he wants to work there when he gets older. 
THANK YOU for all you do!!!”  

Parents Say Thank You 

What a joy to receive 
the following thank 
you note from the 
parents of Wanake 
camper, Isaac Davis. 
Isaac is shown here 
pictured with his 
Wanake counselor, 
Mackenzie Haas.   

“No Camper was turned away…” 

Cookouts at Top of Camper Favorites 

     "Our kids Savannah and CJ had so much fun at 
Wanake last week.  We were happy to see them flourish 
in an environment away from mom and dad. We really 
enjoyed getting to see the camp program on Friday and 
were very impressed with the maturity of the counse-
lors.  The kids convinced us to sign them for up another 
week at Wanake in July, and this time they are each 
bringing a friend with them. Thirty years may have 
passed since I was a camper, but it is great to see that the 
experience [is] even better than what I remember!" 

Above: Alva Knoll (far 
left), for which Knoll 
Pond is named, leads a 
cookout in the 50s. Right: 
Campers & staff enjoy a 
buddy burner cookout in 
the summer of 2014. 

Dutch Ovens Over Coals 
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In August, the Wanake family lost long-time friend and camp neighbor, 
Maxine Myers. 

Maxine and Homer moved to their farm just north of the Camp in 
1947—only one year after Wanake was founded.  Until Homer’s death in 
2002 and her move from the farm in 2004, Myer’s Farm was essentially 
an extension of Camp Wanake for most of those years. Hundreds of 
campers enjoyed their rope swing and the tree house in the giant Syca-
more that reached high over Sugar Creek. Bruce Baldwin recalls, “We 
first met when she came out of the Myers' farmhouse to offer some cool 
water to a group of campers hiking to the tree house. And from that first 
meeting on I always thought of Maxine as a very giving person.” 
 

Maxine served as Camp Secretary from the late 1960s until 1973. When 
Dave and Sharron Schar first arrived as camp directors in 1969, Maxine 
was there working in the camp office—which was then located in the 

camp director’s big white house dining room. Bruce Baldwin had a simi-
lar experience years later, “When I was hired to become the director at 
Wanake, it was Maxine that dusted off her secretarial skills and came to 
the rescue as we scrambled to get out materials in preparation for the 
coming summer.” Bruce’s wife, Gail, recalls, “Maxine and Homer babysat 
our children Ben & Kate when we were at Wanake. Both Ben and Kate 
still have fond memories of playing cards, eating drumsticks and visiting 
with their many cats.” During the last week of August 
when the summer program was over and high school 
marching bands occupied the camp, Maxine and Homer 
always invited Wanake staff over for a fabulous picnic. 
 

Such stories of happy times with Maxine and Homer 
could comprise volumes.  Their lives touched us all—
and in their own unassuming way, showed that “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.”             

Wanake Remembers Maxine Myers 

Congratulations to Site Manager Phil White on 20 Years of Service  
On November 1, 2014, Phil White completed 
20 years as Wanake’s Site Manager. During 
that time, he has provided positive environ-
ments for many to experience God; taught 
many, varied skills to a wide audience; and 
has become a positive influence for hundreds 
of campers and staff.  NOMADS Mary Ann 
and John Hooper, who come to Wanake each 
year to help with building projects, say it best:  
“Phil White is the standard by which we eval-

uate all other persons performing the same role at other NOMADS pro-
jects.  His understanding and skills for the job are beyond reproach.  
When we arrive, he has all the work planned and materials ready.  He is 
the perfect example of a Christian who is truly committed to Wanake’s 
mission—working to ensure that each person at the camp experiences a 
renewing of mind, body, and spirit.  When we return to Wanake, we look 
for our friend Phil White.” 

In camp and retreat ministry, the longevity of the staff can contribute to 
the sustainability of a site’s mission and ministry and allow the ministry to 
expand and start new things.  Phil’s commitment to Wanake has blessed 
the site and ministry in this way many times 
over these 20 years.   

In the long hours that Phil works to com-
plete numerous maintenance projects—and 
many at a moment’s notice—he still finds 
time and enthusiasm for campers.  Phil 
leads music, and he helps interested camp-
ers learn how motors work.  This past sum-
mer, Phil took a group of “Narnia” camp-
ers sailing on Atwood Lake.  

Wanake is very blessed by Phil and his God
-given talents that continue to unfold each 
year in serving Wanake guests, campers, 
and staff.   

Krystal Kester Joins the Wanake Year-Round Staff Team 

Wanake welcomes new food service manager Krystal Kester.  
Krystal began working full-time at Wanake on May 1 as the 
assistant food service manager. Krystal is a native of Vienna, 
Ohio and attended the Pennsylvania Institute of Culinary Arts 
in Pittsburg, PA. She managed a pizza shop for 5 years, and 
has served in ministries with troubled teens and in health care 
settings. Krystal has led the kitchen team since August 1st. 

At the end of the summer program, Wanake bid farewell to 
Nathan and Madeline McLaughlin as they headed to Seattle, 
WA where Nathan answered the call to ministry and is attend-
ing Western Seminary and Madeline is pursuing a career in 
music.  Wanake benefited greatly from their Christian leader-
ship and we all will miss them.  Join us in showering them with 
prayers and blessings as they start a new chapter of their lives. 

Phil uses the tractor and the transit in a recent project with the 
NOMADS—building a tie-out station for horses at the Ranch. You can get involved in the ministry at Wanake 

in many ways.  One way is to join Phil White in 
taking care of this beautiful place God has giv-
en us to share the Good News of Jesus with all 
who enter.  It takes time and effort to maintain 

Wanake’s 250 acres and 48 buildings.  Join the 
100s of volunteers who give of their time, tal-

ents, gifts and service each year.   

Contact the Wanake office to volunteer. 
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Plan the next event 
for your family, 
office, group or 
church at Wanake.  
In addition to 
spaces that have 
been available for a 
number of years, 
Wanake has re-
cently completed 

several updates to facilities for year-around over-
night or day use.   
Wanake has much to 
offer.   

Moody and Savage 
Retreat Centers fea-
ture both central air 
conditioning and fur-
nace heat and each 
accommodates up to 
56 overnight guests in 10 carpeted bedrooms (4-6 
beds each) on two hallways.  Each hallway has re-
strooms and showers.  These centers also offer ex-
cellent meeting spaces with a fireplace, lobby, wrap 
around deck, snack kitchen, and lovely views.  Meals 

are served in the 
dining hall. 

The Inpost Barn 
Chapel (main floor) 
accommodates up to 
175 guests with com-
fortable, versatile 
seating.  This spa-
cious room with a 
stage, sound and 
projection screen is 

now heated for year-round use and offers high speed 
Wi-Fi. It is a perfect venue for conferences, family 

reunions, workshops, church planning, and office 
retreats with meals provided downstairs. 
The Fellowship House, located near the Inpost 
Barn and Dining Hall, is a carpeted and heated 
meeting room 
for up to 25 
guests.  It 
works well as a 
stand alone 
space for a 
smaller gather-

ing or a breakout 
room for larger 
retreats. It features 
a wrap-around 
porch and outdoor 
fire circle just steps 
away. 
The Retreat 

House is a wonderful heated facility for small 
groups of 8 to 14 overnight guests, featuring a 
small meeting room and snack area. 

Food service is available for all groups, offering 
nutritious fresh foods that include a yogurt/granola/
fresh fruit bar at breakfast 
and a full salad bar at lunch 
and dinner.  Special diets can 
be accommodated and vari-
ous menus are available. 

Recreation opportunities 
abound, including horseback 
riding at the Wanake Ranch, 
the new challenge course within easy walking dis-
tance of the Inpost Barn, a game room, canoeing, 
rock climbing, campfires, and more. 

Wanake also has cabins, RV and Tent sites and 
more. Visit Wanake on the web for facility photos 
and layouts.  Plan a visit to see the site and facilities 

Wanake Serves Guests Year-Round 

Book your group  
for a Retreat, Day Event 

Week or Weekend  

at Wanake! 

Wanake Welcomes Family 
Reunions, Scouts, Schools, 

Churches and more. 
To learn more or book, contact  

Wanake at: 330-756-2333 or 
www.campwanake.org 

Last spring, Wanake received a grant of $9,000—
including $3,400 for camperships and $5,600 for 
new chairs for the main floor of the Inpost Barn (see 
photo above).  The gift came through the Laura L. 
Kaiser Family Fund of the Delaware County Foun-
dation.  Laura was a Wanake camper in the 1980s 
and participated in alumni work week this past 
spring.  “My parents saved the Wanake Holiday Hel-
lo appeal letter sent to their house, and when I was 
at home at Christmas, I read about the many needs 
at Wanake, and decided to help through my family 
fund at the Foundation” says Laura. 

The Delaware County Foundation explains that it is 
“a foundation that oversees permanent endowment 
funds set up by members of its community.  A com-
munity foundation is a collection of charitable funds 

both large and small. These funds are invested and 
distributions from these funds are awarded as grants 
to local charitable organizations. There is a commu-
nity foundation for almost every county in Ohio, 
and more than 700 community foundations across 
the country.” 

Community foundations like The Delaware County 
Foundation represent philanthropy at its best.  
Wanake is so grateful to Laura and for opportunities 
afforded by this foundation and other community 
foundations throughout Ohio.  If you have such a 
fund in a community foundation, please consider a 
gift to Wanake Camp and Retreat Center, and we 
will be happy to complete the grant application and 
abide by other requirements set by the foundation. 

 On-Going  
Volunteer  

Opportunities 
 Completing the Tie Out Station 

 Plumbing/Construction/Electrical 

 Data entry, Mailings, Filing 

 Cooking, Baking & Food Service 

 Routine & Vehicle Maintenance 

 Power Washing 

 Mowing & Weed Eating 

 Vegetable Gardening 

 Painting/Staining/Signage 

 Carpentry Projects 

 Flower Beds & Landscaping 
 

*Contact Wanake for a complete list 
of projects and/or to schedule a work 
day for yourself or your group. 

Summer Camp        
Volunteers Needed     

Counselors*, Activity Leaders* & 

Deans*  

Check-In Helpers (Sunday) 

Closing Day Helpers (Friday) 

Mowing and Maintenance 

Kitchen Helpers* & Office Assistants* 
 

*days & full & partial weeks available 
 
 

Horse Program  
Volunteers are 
Needed too! 

 Routine Horse Care & Feeding 

 Special Event Horse Leading 

 Pasture/Hay Field Development 
 

To volunteer in any way,  

contact Wanake. 

Wanake Receives a Grant from the Delaware 

County Foundation 


