
Wanake Giving Needs 

June 14-July 31, 2015 Summer Camp 2015 

Saturday-Sunday, August 8-9, 2015 Mother-Daughter Overnight 

Saturday, August 15, 2015 Open Trail Ride & Pony Ride Day 

August 18-November 5, 2015 Horseback Lessons & Pony Pals 

Friday-Monday, September 4-7, 2015 Labor Day Family Weekend 

Saturday, September 12, 2015 Open Trail Ride & Pony Ride Day 

Friday-Sunday, September 18-20 Women’s Spiritfire Retreat 

Saturdays, Sept 26 & Oct 3, 2015 Fall Festival at The Wanake Ranch 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 Ride-A-Thon/Walk-A-Thon  

Saturday, November 14, 2015 Open Trail Ride & Pony Ride Day  

December 2015 Live Nativity at the Wanake Ranch 

Check Out Upcoming Wanake Events 

Registration continues 
through July! 

$25  Kitchen sheet tray (many are needed) 
$50 New chair, 6 foot table or riding helmet 

$75 Bench for a campfire site 

$100 Cabin bunk mattress or 24 Bibles for campers 

$150 Picnic table 

$250 Purple Martin Bird House (for mosquito control) 

$350 Full Week Campership                          
(with the option of 2, $175 payments) 

$400 Mosquito Trap (electric) 

$500 Silverware, Serving Bowls, & Glasses 

$700 New slicer for the kitchen 

$800 Set of tack for a Wanake Horse 

$1,000 A run of gravel on the entrance lane 

$2,500 Music and Sound Equipment 

$3,600 Sponsor-a-Horse for a year 

$4,500 Dining Hall chairs 

$10,000   Walk-in refrigerator renovation & shelves 

$10,000   Mosquito fogger on a trailer 

The Wanake Ranch 
offers a variety of 

Summer Horse 
Programs 

Register for Summer Camp Today! 
Wanake is prepared for a fantastic summer and  
looking for a record number of campers.  Invite 
your children, grandchildren, neighbors, extend-
ed family, and friends to attend summer camp.  

Wanake has adopted a new logo in preparation for the 
celebration of 70 years of ministry in 2016! 

The simple design, with the tree in the negative space of the 
“W” and the rolling hill, points toward Christian camping’s 
foundation—a simple place allowing creation to point us 
back to our Creator. The professional and crisp font points 
to the hospitality and professionalism for which Wanake is 
known. As we look to our future of service, we strive to do 
so with excellence! The cross focuses your attention and 
reminds us of why Wanake exists —to boldly proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Learn more about these great events & summer camp coming up and register on-line at www.CampWanake.org. 
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Goal for Inpost Barn Achieved 

You—our Wanake alumni and friends—are 
forever “campers brave and true.” Thanks to 
you, the Inpost Barn Main Floor/Chapel 
winterization project is fully funded at $25,300!   

The final phase of adding insulation to the walls 
and finishing interior walls with barn lumber 
will begin in August.  Dan Bartter of SonRise 
Insulation is donating his labor for the project. 
Insulation will be added to the stage and stage 
side rooms as well. New doors constructed to 
match the old ones are being crafted and 
donated by a generous Wanake alumnus.  A 
barn wood ceiling, heating system, new energy 
efficient windows, and comfortable seating 
were completed over the past 3 years as time 
and donations allowed.         

The Inpost Barn Chapel project is one of 
several funding priorities that were launched 
with the first issue of “Smoke Signals” in 2009.  
The Outpost Barn project—including new 
roof, floor, and sides—was finished in 2013.  
Completed a few years earlier was the 
restoration of Lake Arnold.  The lake’s clear 
water with plentiful fish and wildlife continue to 
excite campers and attract visitors.  

The Inpost and Outpost Barn projects required  
$58,000 in cash donations—which we achieved!  
“We didn’t rush these projects but did the work 
in steps as money came in. If donated goods 
and services were included in addition to gifts 
of cash, the total value would surpass 
$150,000,” says Wanake Director, Julie Lautt.   

From Camperships to 
Chairs to Chainsaws, 

Wanake is blessed by gener-
ous alumni and friends.  

Here, camp staff opens the 
Christmas gift of a new 

chainsaw donated by Christ 
UMC in Louisville.         

New Funding Priorities:  

The Walk-in-Cooler and Mosquito Control  

What do the Walk-in-Cooler and Mosquito 
Control have in common?  Both are urgent 
Wanake funding priorities in 2015, and each has 
a price tag of $10,000.     

Sad to say to generations of Wanake kitchen 
staff, it is time to replace the Walk-in-Cooler! 
“The Walk-in has about another year,” says 
Food Services Manager Krystal Kester.  We 
plan full renovation of the current Walk-in, and 
the $10,000 needed for the project includes new 
shelving.   

Mosquito control has become a difficult 
challenge with frequent years of wet spring and 
summer weather. “The problem stems in large 
part from mosquitoes multiplying in large 
grassy areas that never dry out from rain and 
then remain damp due to heavy morning dew,”  
says Wanake Site Manager Phil White.  “The 
problem is not as much from the ponds and 
low-lying areas as one would think.”  The 
mosquito problem is not as bad at the Wanake 
Ranch where Purple Martin birds keep them 
under control.  

Our plan is to (1) increase the number of 
mosquito traps along with strategically placed 
Purple Martin bird houses; and (2) purchase 
spraying equipment to avoid delay in treating 
the grounds rather than relying on an outside 
service. The cost of spraying equipment on a 
trailer is $10,000.  Gifts are needed for Purple 
Martin bird houses at $250 each, and for 
mosquito traps at $400 (electric unit) and $750 

(non-electric unit) each.  
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The “Home-in-the-Woods” anchors the small 
group summer camp experience at 
Wanake.  All groups cookout Monday supper, 
Wednesday breakfast, and Thursday supper and 
some cookout additional meals as well.   
 

New “Homes-in-the Woods” are needed in 
order to retire used sites.  Volunteer work 
groups are needed.  Here is a brief refresher 
course with a diagram from former Wanake 
Director/Manager David Schar on how to 
build a site:  
 

 Even before you look for a site, have your 
group begin with circle prayers, giving 
thanks to God the Creator for the camp; 
seek forgiveness for destroying any plant 
and animal life when building begins; ask 
God for safety and loving cooperation in 
your work group; and pray that all campers 
will experience the presence of Jesus and 

the meaning of Christian community in 
their new home;   

 Search out and mark, with used hay bale 
twine, those locations that are:  flat enough 
that seat logs and hobo stoves will not roll 
away; far enough from trails that noise 
from hikers or trail rides will not be an 
interruption during Bible study and quiet 
time; and yet not so scenic or popular that 
other groups would miss a favorite beauty 
spot at Wanake;   

 Take your compass.  Understanding that 
prevailing winds at Wanake are from the 
west/southwest, place the cooking fire so 
that smoke will not blow directly into the 
lean-to, nor the lashed table, or cookout 
boxes; 

 Locate seat logs so that no one trips over a 
seat when walking from the fire to the lean-

to, nor the table, or 
cookout boxes 
(campers are often 
carrying hot food 
and sharp tools). 
 

“Home-In-The-Woods” Work Projects  On-Going  
Volunteer  

Opportunities 
 Plumbing/Construction/Electrical 

 Data entry, Mailings, Filing 

 Cooking, Baking & Food Service 

 Routine & Vehicle Maintenance 

 Power Washing 

 Mowing & Weed Eating 

 Painting/Staining/Signage 

 Carpentry Projects 

 Flower Beds & Landscaping 

 Firewood: cut, split, stack 
 

Contact Wanake for a complete list of 
projects and/or to schedule a work 
day for yourself or your group. 

Book your group  
for a Retreat, Day Event 

Week or Weekend  

at Wanake! 

Wanake welcomes Family 
Reunions, Scouts, Schools, 

Churches and more. 
To learn more or book, contact  

Wanake at 330-756-2333 or visit 
www.campwanake.org 

Summer Camp        
Volunteers Needed     

Counselors*, Activity Leaders* & 

Program Deans*  

Special Persons Camp Volunteer 

Helpers, Counselors & Health Care 

Check-In Helpers (Sunday) 

Closing Day Helpers (Friday) 

Mowing and Maintenance* 

Kitchen Helpers* & Office Assistants* 
 

 *days & full & partial weeks available 
 
 

Horse Program  
Volunteers Needed 
 Routine Horse Care & Feeding 

 Special Event Horse Leading 

 Pasture/Hay Field Development 

 General Maintenance & Repairs 

To volunteer in any way,  

contact Wanake. Alumni News 
Congratulations to recent graduates: 
Catherine Griffith (10s), Westminster College 
Zachary Grucza (00s,10s), Ohio State Univ. 
Paul Hahn (90s,00s,10s), Ohio State Univ. 
Mike Meyers (00s,10s), Malone Univ. 
De’Andre Peterson (10s), Ashland Univ. 
Caleb Stout (10s), Ashland Univ. 

If you and a few 
friends, church or 
family members 

would like to 
scout out and 

build a new Home
-in-the-Woods, 

please contact the 
Wanake office. A diagram  

of a well planned  
“Home-in-the-Woods” 

Births: 
William (00s) & Kara (Snow) Mitchell (00s), baby girl, fall 2014 

Tim (70s) & Courtney Schar, baby girl, May 2014 
Mallory (James) (00s) & Joshua Eno, baby girl, Oct. 2014 

Best wishes on new careers: 
Naomi Bosler (10s), Staff, Adult Day Support, 

First Christian Church, Canton 
Sarah (Tibbitts) Gregory (00s, 10s,), 

Worship/Tech Coordinator, Wooster United 
Methodist Church 

Lisa Wentling, (00s,10s), Peace Corps 
Volunteer, Deaf Art Program, Ghana, Africa 
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With a very generous gift from Roger Herbst (60s, 70s), 
a much-needed tie-out station was completed this 
spring! Roger served as head lifeguard in the early 1970s 
and made the gift in memory of his wife, Kim Herbst, 
as a tribute to her love for animals and children. The 
gift also reflects his faith in the Ranch’s ministry to 
connect people with horses for the glory of God.   

The tie-out station allows groups to groom, saddle and 
bridle up to 16 horses at one time. This is safer and 
more efficient than grooming and tacking in the arena. 
In addition, the tie-out station is a covered space that 
protects campers and horses from rain and the sun. 
Even horses can be sunburned from ultraviolet rays 
reflected off sand in the arena. With the new tie-out 
station, the ranch program has greater chance of 
continuing on days with high heat indexes or during 
rainy weather. In turn, the horses will have a cool, dry, 
and safe place during campers’ mealtimes.  

The Wanake Corral Corner 

David and Sharron Schar (Wanake Director 1968-1976 and alumni in the 50s, 
60s, 70s, 00s, 10s) received the “Legacy of Leadership” Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the National United Methodist Camp and Retreat Leaders 
Association. “This became quite personal to me when, as their daughter, I was 
asked to present the award,” says Wanake Director Julie Lautt.  “I am very 
grateful to several Wanake alumni who helped me in preparing this big 
announcement which took place at the national conference held in January 
2015 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Georgia.”   

You can view Julie’s presentation and Dave and Sharron’s moving acceptance 
of the award at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55L4gJ0k4sY. 

David and Sharron Schar Honored by National Camp Leaders  

David and Sharron Schar pictured with Julie at the National UM Camp Leaders’ Training. 

“The tie-out station has been a top ranch priority for the past two years,” 
says Wanake Director Julie Lautt.  “Once we received the lead gift from 
Roger Herbst to purchase materials, volunteer groups worked with 
Wanake staff to complete the project in time for summer 2015.”  These 
groups included the fall 2014 NOMADS team, Christ United Methodist 
Church Louisville, Dueber United Methodist Church Canton, and ranch 
volunteers.   

The ranch ministry grows with numerous stories of transformed lives. 
“One girl came to Ranch Camp who rarely made eye contact. She stood 
alone and seldom smiled,” recalls Tina Carr, Assistant Ranch Manager & 
Volunteer Coordinator.  “She discovered a special horse and, as the two 
bonded, the girl really began to change, smiled more and was much 
happier.  The horse helped her to open up to others, to the world around 
her, and to God.  It was miraculous.” 

The Wanake Ranch needs help in every aspect of the ministry: financial 
support and volunteers to help with feeding, pony rides, carpentry, 
mowing, tack maintenance, and general upkeep of the ranch. 

LouBeth, a Wanake Haflinger, waits for the campers 
in the NEW Tie-Out Station 

The 
Tie-Out 
Station 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55L4gJ0k4sY

