
Register for  

Summer Camp  
at www.CampWanake.org 

Giving Ladder 
$25  Riding Helmet/Saddle Rack/Feed 

$75  Dining Hall Chair (need 100) 

$100  24 Bibles/Drinking Fountain 

$125  Bench on Vesper Hill (need 30) 

$175  Retreat Center Mattress 

$275  Purple Martin House (for mosquito control)    

$360  Full Week Campership  

    (two payments of $180) 

$500  Pole Saw Pruner/Mosquito Trap 

$1,600  Ranch Water & Electric Upgrades 

$1,800  Inpost Barn Chapel (Phase V) 

$2,000  Challenge Course Repairs & Additions 

$2,500     Campulance Tires & Engine Work 

$3,000  Gravel for Roadways 

$3,600  Sponsor-A-Horse (for a year) 

$3,750     Benches for Vesper Hill (need 30) 

$15,000  Maintenance Truck 

$58,000   Maintenance Complex 

$115,000  Showers on Pines Hill 

$155,000  Multipurpose Programmatic Pavilion 
 

In Kind Gifts are Welcome. 

9463 Manchester Ave SW 
Beach City, OH 44608 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Massillon, OH 

Permit No. 20 

TO WANAKE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS AT: 

 

 

Camper Laken Young wrote recently to Camp Wanake:  

When I received your letter telling me about needs of updating Camp Wanake, I 
asked my grandmother if we could do something to make money.  I have been to 
the camp the past 3 summers and always have a good time.  This year will be the 
second time that I will be going to horse camp.   

We asked our pastor, Rev. Ted Buehl (North Liberty UMC), if we could have a 
small bake sale in the church parlor.  His wife, Deaconess Sherri Buehl, and their 
children also have very fond memories of Camp Wanake.  I‘m enclosing the 
money that was made from the bake sale.  I hope this money will do some good 
things for Camp Wanake.   

Thank you, Laken, for raising $400 for Camp Wanake! 

Camper Raises Funds for Wanake 

Family Endows Funds in Memory of  

Donald and Marjorie Smith 

Volume 10, Issue 1 
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Harold Stockman worked with 
Don in making wise financial 
investments and was instrumental 
in establishing the 2 endowments 
at Wanake.  The family took great 
care in designating the two funds 
to reflect the talents of each par-
ent.  A tithe of the Smith Estate is 
coming to Camp Wanake and 
Christ U.M.C.  

The fund in memory of Don 
Smith is to support the annual 
maintenance and improvement of 
Wanake‘s water and sewage sys-
tems, which is fitting since Mr. Smith developed the 
camp‘s first water system—the prototype for the one in 
use today. ―It was not unusual for Dad to take off work 
and go to Wanake to fix a water problem, and I remem-
ber him talking with Merl Savage with phone in one hand 
and—to make a point—gestures with the other,‖ recalls 
Norma.  ―He was a hands-on, strictly behind-the-scenes 
person, and if it wasn‘t right, he would tell you how to fix 
it better,‖ says Harold.      

A founder of Hydr-O-Matic Pump Company, Don 
teamed up with 2 partners to make the first submersible 
sump pump for the home.  His work career started at 
Bell Laboratories in New York City following his gradua-
tion from Case Western Institute of Technology as a 
physicist in 1930.  In addition to water systems for the 
home, Don and his partners made water handling sys-
tems for ships and small cities. 

―There is nothing that dad couldn‘t fix, and if he didn‘t 
know how, he‘d figure it out,‖ says Norma.  ―With his 
case of RCA TV and radio tubes, he could always fix 
televisions and radios for relatives and neighbors as well 
as for us.  He designed and built a chair lift for mother, 
even though she didn‘t use it, but found the lift handy for 
moving bags of groceries instead.‖   With some inven-
tions, Don was ahead of his time. He built two freezers 
out of used ringer washing machines before freezers were 
widely available to the public.  One washing machine was 
square and the other round.  The round freezer won the 
efficiency contest easily!‖  

 ―Sometimes projects were inventive but needed further 
development.  Norma recalls, ―He designed a replace-
ment thermostat for our kitchen stove, but you had to go 
down to the basement to turn it on, and then back down 
to turn it off.  He could do almost anything with parts-on
-hand.  He never stopped.  He was always working on 
something in the basement.‖  

Marjorie Smith was as active and engaging as her hus-
band, but her interest was education.  At Wanake, she 

was counseling and serving as dean 
before many ministers became in-
volved with the camp.  Marge had a 
special love for nature that she 
shared with campers.  Emily recalls, 
―Mother had plant, tree, and bird 
books, and it seemed that she car-
ried them with her everywhere. She 
enjoyed leading groups hunting 
morel mushrooms at spring training 
sessions.‖  

It is fitting that the fund created in 
memory of Marjorie Smith is to 
maintain and build nature trails and 

to integrate the study and appreciation of God‘s creation.  
―On a clear night, she would often gather her campers on 
the ground like spokes in a wheel with heads in the mid-
dle of the circle, and use her flashlight to point to differ-
ent stars and constellations,‖ says Norma. 

Marjorie began her teaching career in a two-room school-
house in Wayne County where she taught grades 1-4 
while her father taught grades 5-8 in the same school. She 
then taught at Montgomery School and earned a B.S. in 
education from Ashland College in 1962.  

Marjorie also served as Children‘s Director at Christ 
United Methodist Church in Ashland.  ―Mother didn‘t 
have formal seminary training,‖ says Norma.  ―Instead, 
she attended numerous lab schools in Westerville or Day-
ton held by national Christian educators in the Evangeli-
cal United Brethren Church.  At Wanake, Marge teamed 
with Jane French for numerous projects.  She experi-
enced many changes at Wanake—the most memorable 
was when small groups went from formal classes held 
under the apple trees to building and using homes-in-the-
woods.‖ 

―Although they had different interests now reflected by 
the 2 endowments, Marge and Don did collaborate on 
one major project,‖ recalls Harold.  ―When First EUB 
church (later Christ UMC) embarked on a new building, 
dad led the Building Committee effort and mom led 
Christian education.  Their discussions were sometimes 
strained as mom wanted wider halls and more space for 
children‘s education, while dad was concerned with 
building design, tight finances, and efficiency.  Somehow, 
they worked out their differences.‖ 

For Wanake, their differences blended into a wonderful 
marriage of exceptional talent and Christian commitment 
that will continue to bear fruit for future generations of 
campers.   

If you are interested in establishing an endowed fund at Wanake, 
or adding to one of these projects, please contact Julie Lautt at 
Wanake Camp and Retreat Center.”  

Donald and Marjorie Smith of Christ United Methodist Church, Ashland, OH, were among the founders who start-
ed early efforts at Camp Wanake.  They remained active at the camp well into the 1980s.  They were leaders in devel-
oping both facilities and program.  To honor their service, children Norma (Harold) Stockman and Emily (Don) 
Curie have endowed 2 funds that support their Wanake interests in perpetuity.  
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Wanake Remembers  

Marjorie Smith and Gary Gerber 

Camp Wanake History Project 
Do you have special memories of Wanake history–when changes were made or challenges faced?  Are there camp 
stories that you‘ve told over the years?  Would you be willing to share a written account or be willing to be inter-
viewed by phone to have these stories become part of this history project?  

Peter Hahn (pictured to the left) and Bob Kuntz are eager to hear from folks who want to share how they re-
member camp or how camp shaped their spiritual lives. They would be happy to speak with you if possible or 
receive written recollections along with old letters or other historical memories of camp.  You can email your 
history or stories, or express interest in giving an interview by contacting Peter or Bob at hahn29@gmail.com or 
kuntzrobertd@gmail.com.  

The history project is one way of passing on the stories, vision, and faith that make Wanake a beautiful spiritual 
place among the hills.  

On April 14, 2017—Good Friday— Wanake lost 2 dedicated alumni.   
While they never met, both were extraordinary volunteers.   

Marjorie Smith, who is profiled with her husband Don on the front 
page, was an exemplary volunteer counselor for decades.  ―Mother con-
tinued to volunteer until she found it difficult to climb Vesper Hill later 
in life,‖ says daughter Emily Curie. ―She sacrificed her time as a busy 
mother, school teacher, and volunteer.  She showed us that you don‘t 
have to have the best set of circumstances in your life to volunteer.‖  

Marjorie died at age 103 from Alzheimer‘s Disease.  In failing health for a 
number of years, she never lost her love for Wanake.  

 ―We were on our way to Wanake for work week and stopped to see 
mother,‖ recalls daughter Norma Stockman. ―On that day, she was not 
responsive, and we then decided to take a few minutes to visit our friend 
Helen, who always enjoyed talking with us about Cincinnati where she 
was from.  (Harold had been her minister.) On our way out, we stopped 
to say good-by to mother and mentioned that we were headed to 
Wanake to help get the camp ready for summer.  Suddenly she came 
alive, opened her eyes, and said, ‗you are?‘  Then, a week later, on our 
way back we stopped and mentioned that we had been to Wanake, and 
mother responded again. On that day Wanake was more important to her 
than our names or anyone familiar we could have mentioned.  Wanake 
was the magic word.‖ 

 Over the next few years, Mrs. Smith was unresponsive for months at a 
time.  Only 2 weeks before she died, Norma said, ―We were singing East-

er hymns and camp songs 
for her, and the Hospice 
Chaplain said we would 
end with the Wanake 
Song.  Mother opened her 
eyes and exclaimed 
―YES!‖  

―I would have to say that 
she was the best mother-
in-law I ever had,‖ says 
Harold.  ―Of course, she‗s 
the only mother-in-law 
I‘ve ever had.  She was a 
great one!‖  

A Wanake camper in the 
1960s, Gary Gerber re-
turned to Wanake a few 
years ago to volunteer in 
the camp office.   

―When Wanake needed 
help in the kitchen and the 
office, Gary arrived right 
on time.  Indeed God sent 
Gary to Wanake ―for just 
such a time as this‖ to do 
work that he was perfectly 
prepared to do.  Wanake 
has a hole in the office 
with Gary‘s absence,‖ said 

Wanake Director, Julie Lautt.  

We knew that Gary had serious heart problems and that his only solution 
was a heart transplant. To Gary‘s surprise, he received an urgent call in 
early December 2016 to come to the Cleveland Clinic for the transplant. 
Even though the surgery was difficult and he suffered for several weeks,  
Gary was on the road to recovery and even planning to return home when 
he died suddenly of heart complications. 

Gary was from Brewster and graduated from Fairless High School in 1966. 
He retired in 2003 from the Norfolk and Southern Railway where he was 
assistant division Superintendent of Administration at Ft. Wayne, IN.  He 
was a member of Newcomers Chapel United Methodist Church where his 
joy was singing in the choir, offering solos to worship and leading hymn 
singing.   

―I last saw Gary at Wanake‘s 70th Anniversary Celebration and could tell 
that he really enjoyed being with so many old friends,‖ says Wanake alum 
Jim Tichenor. ―I met Gary a few years ago while folding Wanake newslet-
ters and, of course, we had many conversations.  I enjoyed his stories of 
working for the railroad in Brewster. He was a tremendous organizer and 
kept the camp office humming along.  He will be missed by all of us who 
volunteer at Wanake.‖ 
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Wanake Ranch Teams with Community Hospice   

The Wanake Ranch minis-
ters to bereaved youth 
through its volunteer men-
torship program.   ―Mentors, 
who are paired one-on-one 
with a bereaved youth, are 
trained in developing skills 
for working with the horses 
and for becoming sensitive 
listeners to the needs of their 
mentees,‖ says Ranch Man-
ager Tina Carr.  ―They learn 
horse safety.  Hospice offers 
training on the signs of emo-
tional abuse and depression. 
We even go through a 
―mock experience‖ with the 
mentors before they meet 
their mentees. Sometimes it 
has been necessary to pair 2 
children with one mentor, 
and we have served children 
as young as age six.‖ 

 

The program runs for 2 hours a week throughout a period of six weeks. 
―We focus on team building, and while these participants don‘t ride every 
week, they enjoy various ways of learning to communicate with the hors-
es.  They learn to groom. One popular exercise is painting pictures on the 
side of a horse to express their emotions (our horse Caesar doesn‘t seem 
to mind).  In responding to the feelings of the bereaved young people, the 
horses help them to express their own emotions and to develop much-
needed trust,‖ says Tina.   

The bereaved young people, moreover, learn herd 
dynamics—why horses need their own family unit.  
The participants develop an understanding of herd 
members and the role and acceptance of each horse in 
their ―family.‖  The six-week experience then culmi-
nates with family week in which families of the 
mentees gather around a camp fire for family dinner.   
The youth leave knowing that they are not alone.  
Some of our mentees have actually returned to serve 
as volunteer mentors.   

The Wanake Ranch continues to look for volunteers 
for the mentorship program as well as for a variety of 
program and maintenance needs.  For additional in-

formation or to volunteer, contact Ranch Manager Tina Carr at 
tinacarr612@gmail.com  or keep abreast of volunteer opportunities on 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TheWanakeRanch).    

You may also consider a gift to support this ministry which is offered 
without charge to anyone who desires to join.  Send your gifts marked 
―Mentorship Program‖ to Wanake. 

Approaching its 5th season with Community Hospice, the Wanake Ranch is ministering to children and teens grieving the loss of a family member. 
―Children don‘t always have the skills to express their grief.  Our goal is to help them find ways to do that,‖ says Regional Community Hospice Be-
reavement Care Manager Anissa Fuller.  ‗I want to send a special thank you to the Wanake Ranch for their continued support of working with our 
bereaved youth and doing it in a way that gives us all a sense of peace and accomplishment.‖    

Mentorship Program Partici-
pants and mentors grow and 
heal as they spend time with 
God‘s creatures, the Wanake 

horses. 

mailto:tinacarr612@Gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheWanakeRanch

